Monday, November 22, 2004
Hebrews 13:1 – 25

The concluding chapter of Hebrews tells us about the character of a Christian, not just any Christian, but a Christian who wants to serve Jesus Christ as his Lord every day. This goes beyond just acknowledging that He is the Savior who will grant us eternal life with God. That may sound a little like trying to impress God with one’s goodness, but in reality it is what Jesus desires from us. Serving and seeking Him to be our Lord every day doesn’t determine our eternity since, as sinners, we would fail miserably in that effort. The writer of Hebrews intended to impress on his readers the futility of working one’s way to heaven via the Law, but he also wanted to impress upon his Christian brothers and sisters that faith should go into the realm of daily life, beyond believing that Jesus died for the sins of all. Faith is not for the pew on Sunday morning, to be forgotten at work or school on Monday. In the Old Testament it says that the righteous live by faith. Jesus and Paul emphasized this and the writer of Hebrews follows their course. 

Verse 8 reminds us of the unchanging Christ. He has shown us the Father’s unending love and commitment to His children. Though we may change, God never does. His plan for our world is eternal and consistent. His love for us never wavers.

Verses 9-14 speak of the futility of the old sacrificial system to which some Hebrew Christians were tempted to return, and of the new sacrifice of Christ that fulfilled all of the Law and freed us to worship and imitate Him. Our sacrifices of praise and good works to God are marks of our gratitude to Him for our free salvation in Christ. 
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